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People who make  
a difference
  

Brian’s contributions to the 

RHS continue to delight 

the community…from 

his hand-made Civil War 

“potato cannon” which 

dozens of youthful ‘Union 

Soldiers’ took turns  

firing at his Confederate “Ironclad” to his 3-D shadow boxes and elaborate 

oil paintings. But perhaps Brian’s best-known local works are his model 

train sets, highly detailed miniature villages that host the tiny trains as 

they wend their way through the New England countryside. His grow-

ing legion of fans throng to the Pinkney House each December to see his 

train layouts, and just when we think he’s outdone himself, he manages to 

add something more magical to the scene each year. This past winter he 

transformed the train backdrop into a miniature Rowayton, complete with 

shops, carolers, Nativity Pageant, Farm Creek Preserve, and tiny skaters on 

Raymond Pond.

 “When Brian Kammerer was a little boy, he fell asleep every night 

under a painting of a medieval landscape with fairytale characters. The 

painting was so involved that Brian was enchanted by it, and even though 

he hasn’t seen the image in more than 30 years, it is still such a part of 

his memory, it brings a smile to his face.”1  Today, Brian is a commercial 

artist, and the detail and magic of that painting continue to inspire him. 

continued on page 2

exhibit houRs  

Tuesdays 9:30 am – 3 pm

1st Sunday of the month 
1 – 3 pm 

and by appointment

half shell gift shop 

houRs  

Monday - Saturday  11 - 3 

and by appointment

Dear Friends:

2014 has been an exceptional year for the RHS. 

The Rowayton and the Purple Crayon exhibit, 

our most ambitious show to date, with all 

of its activities, original artwork on loan, 

lectures, and events, plus special visits from 

Rowayton School students, and the 4th annual 

Chili Cook Off capped off a range of educa-

tional and fun events for all ages. For more 

highlights of 2014, please be sure to check out 

page 5 of our newsletter.

The RHS is fortunate to have a rich  

archive of photographs, textiles, and artifacts. 

Among this invaluable treasure trove is an 

extraordinary collection of images dating back 

to the early days of photography. A vital goal 

for the next year is to properly archive them 

with the help of our community. With a  

generous grant from the Rowayton Turkey 

Trot (see p.2), we are thrilled to be embarking 

on the first phase of this project. We hope  

you will join us with a donation towards  

this effort. 

Your continued support ensures that we 

can enrich our community with interesting 

and relevant programming and events.  

Become a member and help preserve our 

shared history. We look forward to seeing  

you all at the Holiday Open House on  

November 30th!

The Rowayton Historical Society 

Board of Trustees

at the RHS

Brian  
Kammerer

1Bodach, Jill; The [Norwalk] Hour   
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Cameron Letters 
and Paul Wolters

The RHS is thrilled to have been selected as the main beneficiary of this year’s annual 

Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot, organized by Rowayton residents Cameron Letters 

and Paul Wolters. The Turkey Trot, a 5k and 1-mile family fun run that includes awards 

(best male, female, juniors, stroller, and fancy dress), will begin at 9:30 am (registra-

tion opens at 9 am) on Thanksgiving Day, November 27th, starting and finishing at 

the Community Center/Library at 33 Highland Avenue. Parking is available at Graham 

Capital. The event, now in its 4th year, raises money for local charities, and last year 

raised funds for the Rowayton Library, with close to 600 runners registering. 

Register at rowaytonturkeytrot.com. Day-of registration is also available.  

The funds raised by the Turkey Trot will be used to digitize and archivally house 

part of the RHS’s photograph collection, which dates back to the 1800s. This project 

has been a long-time goal of the board, and we are indebted to Cameron and Paul for 

their generosity.
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Brian’s talents are numerous… freelance illustrator, storyboard artist, 

painter, flash animator, award-winning filmmaker, miniaturist, and 

the Artist in Residence at the 150th Manassas, Virginia Civil War 

Commemoration. We are so fortunate to have him on our board.

Brian Kammerer Continued from page 1

Downtown Rowayton

thanksgiving Day

november 27
9:30 a.m.

Rowayton Community 
Center

Sledding on the Old School Field

Brian lighting the cannon during the 

RHS Civil War 150th Anniversary 

Celebration

Rowayton along the Five Mile River



Sincere thanks to The Ginger Man of South Norwalk 

which set up a beautiful bar complete with beers, wines, 

and all the trappings—including friendly staffers— 

as their donation towards the RHS’s annual fundraiser 

cocktail party in July. Their generosity made a big  

difference towards the event’s bottom line, allowing the 

RHS to put funds normally spent on alcohol towards the preservation of  

local history. The Ginger Man’s Kerry Brady even created a special RHS 

menu for the “Mad Men Party” to tie in with the theme of the evening.  

We are so grateful to Kerry and her team! 

The Ginger Man

Beside the kayak he was building in 
2012 at age 93 (yes, in his bedroom!)

Alfred demonstrating rowing at the 
Maritime Center

Fab 50s fatales (L to R): Betty Ball,  
Diane Peters and Cathy Killeffer 

Sharon Krejcir and Annie Roberts
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Alfred Alk
(1919-2014)

We mourn the loss of our dear friend, long-time Rowayton resident, and RHS volunteer 

Alfred Alk. Anyone who knew Alfred knew he was a truly special person. He was  

“brilliant, thoughtful, cultured, kind, gentle, funny, insightful, the list goes on,” opined 

one close friend. We were delighted when Alfred began volunteering with the RHS 

in 2008, initially by painstakingly imputting all of the society’s handwritten financial 

records onto a computer. Next he began transcribing 19th century journals, then old 

documents and letters, slowly bringing chunks of valuable local history back into focus. 

He tackled each project with enthusiasm, humor, and intelligence.  

We looked forward to his weekly visits to pick up his assignments when he would 

regale us with his latest home projects and tasty items from his kitchen and vegetable 

garden, along with stories of his early days in Rowayton. The Oral History Committee 

was fortunate to interview Alfred, so thankfully many of his entertaining stories have 

been captured on film.

Alfred is sorely missed.



Four of America’s favorite children’s book authors and illustrators who called Rowayton home—

Jim Flora, Crockett Johnson, Ruth Krauss, and Maurice Sendak—were highlighted in this six-

month long exhibit which included original artwork, lectures, special programming for children 

and a range of colorful events for all ages. Hundreds of visitors from near and far visited the 

Pinkney Museum to see original sketches by Maurice 

Sendak along with notes and correspondence from Ruth 

Krauss surrounding their bestseller A Hole is to Dig (a 

collection of definitions by Rowayton kindergarteners in 

1952), mechanicals of the iconic Harold and the Purple 

Crayon, and watercolors and prints by Jim Flora. Among 

the favorites of the show were Flora’s endearing maps and 

prints of Bell Island and Rowayton that incorporated his 

much-loved sense of humor and whimsy.

We’d like to thank the University of Connecticut’s 

Thomas J. Dodd Research Center, the Flora family, and 

Irwin Chusid for loans from their archives and special 

collections, as well as the generous sponsors who made the exhibition possible, including:  

HarperCollins, Darien Rowayton Bank, Fairfield County Bank, Accent Framing, Rockwell  

Framing, Spiked Seltzer, Community Cooperative Nursery School, United Church Nursery 

School, Five Mile River Nursery School and The Ginger Man of South Norwalk.

State Senator Bob Duff reading Harold  
and the Purple Crayon to students from 
Five Mile River Nursery School.

Celebrating the Creative Culture 

of 1950s Rowayton

Rowayton and the Purple Crayonhighlights 
of 2014

Phil Nel lecture on Ruth Krauss and  
Crockett Johnson

A crowning moment during the exhibit Rowayton and The Purple Crayon 

was the lecture on Crockett Johnson and Ruth Krauss—the iconic children’s 

author-and-illustrator team who were Rowayton residents for 27 years—by 

Professor Philip Nel, Distinguished professor of English at Kansas State  

University and Director of the graduate program in Children’s Literature. Phil 

shared fascinating stories about the couple, their careers, and their friends as well as humorous anecdotes of their time 

in town. His trip east was made possible by a grant from the Thomas Dodd Center at the University of Connecticut, for 

which we are so grateful. You can read about Phil’s visit in “A Very Special House” at his blog at PhilNel.com.
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A wonderful way to learn about local history is by interviewing long-time residents. Over the past 
three years, RHS Oral History Committee chairs Donna Gauthier and Francine Hubbell have 
filmed conversations with 18 locals who’ve shared their memories about everything from build-
ing the first tennis court at Bayley Beach in the 1940s to the founding of the Cooperative Nursery 
School to catching eels on the frozen Five Mile River. These invaluable additions to Rowayton’s 
archives will now be saved for future generations. Donna and Francine, under the guidance of RHS 
Ambassador Peter Morrison who filmed several of the interviews himself, have more interviews lined 
up and continue to make huge contributions towards the RHS mission of preserving local history. 

“Among the joys of doing oral histories are the people we have the 
opportunity to interview. Several have already passed away since 
their interviews, and we were lucky enough to hear their stories and 
to learn so much more about this tiny town. Each little neighbor-
hood, Bell Island, Rowayton Beach, Pine Point as well as Rowayton 
itself, each have their own nuances, quite separate from the other.”   

      — DONNA GAUTHIER

Recognition of Rowayton’s Historic Neighborhoods

You may have noticed Oysterman’s Row Historic District signs have been installed at seven intersec-
tions on and around Rowayton Avenue between 101 and the town dock at the bottom of Cook 
Street. This neighborhood was known as Oysterman’s Row back in the late 19th and early 20th 
century, and the RHS set out to nominate it for designation on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Thanks to the hard work of RHS board member Anne McCormack Hubbard and her 
team, the nomination was submitted first to the CT Commission of Culture and Tourism and 
then to the National Park Service where it was approved.     

The neighborhood—which includes Pond Street, Logan 
Place, Crockett Street, part of Craw Avenue, and Cook Street and 
the stretch of Rowayton Avenue that connects them all—earned 
this name due to the high number of residents who were some-
how involved in the oystering trade, Rowayton’s biggest business 
at the time. Oyster captains and their crews, boat builders, oyster 
shuckers and factory workers, and the women who made their 
clothes and cooked their food—it seemed that pretty much every-
one was involved.    

We’re thrilled to have this part of Rowayton recognized for  
its history. The Historical Society has already gotten another 
neighborhood in Rowayton listed on the National Register—the 
Five Mile River Landing Historic District (awaiting signage), and a third district, the Rowayton Depot Historic District,  
awaits approval in Hartford.  

 

Preserving Local History
Donna Gauthier and Francine Hubbell

NEW  
Art Storage

While our curatorial team 

has been hard at work cata-

loguing and preserving the 

Historical Society’s paintings 

and prints, the board has 

been readying the museum 

for new housing for the art 

collection, designed and built 

by a generous volunteer. 
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“When a stranger knocked on Crockett Johnson’s [1906-1975] 

front door [74 Rowayton Avenue, on the corner of Crockett 

Street] one mild Friday in August, 1950, he was not expecting a 

visit from the FBI.

Stepping out onto his porch, Johnson spoke with one Federal 

agent while another surreptitiously snapped his photograph. As he stood there politely 

answering their questions, he had no idea that the bureau had for months been open-

ing his mail, monitoring his bank account, and noting the names 

of anyone who visited or phoned.” 

“For the previous five years, Johnson and his wife, Ruth 

Krauss, had been living quietly [here]…. He was famous for 

writing Barnaby (1942-52), the epitome of the thinking per-

son’s comic strip. In a few years’ time, he would begin writing 

what would become his best-known book, Harold and the Purple Crayon. She was 

gathering material [from Rowayton School children) for her eleventh children’s book, 

A Hole is to Dig (1952), the classic that launched Maurice Sendak’s career.

Despite (or perhaps because of ) their modest acclaim, the FBI had begun keeping 

tables on Johnson and Krauss in April 1950.  By the time the investigation concluded 

     five years later, the FBI had amassed a file so detailed that it  

   mentioned an interview with the manager of the Baltimore  

apartment building where Krauss’ mother lived.”

Excerpts from Philip Nel’s 

book Crockett Johnson 

and Ruth Krauss: How an 

Unlikely Couple Found 

Love, Dodged the FBI, and 

Changed Children’s Litera-

ture. The book is available 

for sale at the RHS gift 

shop Seaside Delights and 

Barrett Books.
s

Jim Flora, Ruth Krauss,  
Crockett Johnson, 
and Maurice Sendak

Icons of Rowayton’s Creative Culture and featured artists 

of the Rowayton and The Purple Crayon exhibit on display 

through Thanksgiving 2014

Crockett Johnson and Ruth Krauss 
at their home at 74 Rowayton 
Avenue, on the corner of Crockett 
Street
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James “Jim” Flora (1914 -1998) was best known for his 

distinctive album cover art for RCA Victor and Colum-

bia Records during the 1940s through the 1970s and 

the author/illustrator of 17 popular 

children’s books including The Day 

the Cow Sneezed. He was also an artist 

who created hundreds of paintings, 

drawings, etchings, and sketches 

over his 84-year life span, a number 

of which featured Rowayton. His 

iconic map of Rowayton continues to be a bestseller. 

An enthusiastic boater, he painted large canvases with 

nautical themes in the 1980s and 1990s, including one 

called Bell Island, the ship decks sometimes populated with 

tiny figures engaged in pornographic behavior. “When 

he was in his ship period,” said his daughter Roussie, “he 

painted lots of naughty little scenes going on inside. He 

would have exhibitions, and the galleries would set out a 

basket of magnifying glasses. You would see all these old 

ladies clustered around the paintings trying to see what was 

going on in the portholes.”  

Color blindness never stopped Jim from creating. Since 

he couldn’t create flesh tones, he used colorful alternatives 

for the faces that appeared in his work, adding to the festive 

palate. Jim was flamboyant, with a bigger than life persona, 

a ‘real hip cat’ in the words of one admirer. 

“[Maurice] Sendak (1928-2012) was nervous about 

meeting Krauss [he was a 23 year old art student and 

FAO Schwartz window display artist] but she imme-

diately put him at ease, and he soon ‘adored her. She 

had this little girl’s laugh, this uncomfortable giggle.’ 

When she told him his tiny figures where just what 

she wanted for the book [A Hole is to Dig], he was 

thrilled. Moreover, she invited him to spend time 

with her and Dave in Rowayton. ‘So here I was, free 

invitation to work with the famous Ruth Krauss, 

married to the famous Crockett Johnson, in Roway-

ton, in an old fashioned white house with a porch, 

with the water there, and Dave had a sailboat. Well 

you can imagine how I felt.  Like the luckiest kid 

on the block.’ Sendak would spend as many as two 

weekends a month with Ruth and Dave.”  

“Sendak later reflected [about his bestselling 

classic Where the Wild Things 

Are], ‘Max was born in Roway-

ton and…was the love child of 

me, Ruth, and Dave.’ Krauss 

and Johnson had taught Sen-

dak the need to have a ‘fierce 

honesty’ in children’s books. 

Thought Max is a version of Sendak, he also ‘has his 

roots in Ruth Krauss’—specifically in her belief that 

children ‘were allowed to be as cruel and maniacal as 

she knew they were.’”      

Jim Flora
Maurice Sendak
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Coming attractions

sunDay, novembeR 30, 2014

Rhs holiday bazaar  11am-3pm

One-stop shopping to find that perfect something for everyone on your list— 

hand-crafted by local artisans: nautical vintage postcard pillows; unique Rowayton 

gifts; children’s clothing and accessories; jewelry; placemats, napkins, and runners;  

seaside ornaments; and candles for every room in the house.

Rhs holiday open house  4-6pm

Including Brian Kammerer’s amazing model trains set in a miniature Rowayton  

and an exhibit of a vintage Rowayton Christmas.

“light up Rowayton”  4:30-6pm

Join your neighbors at the annual lighting the village for the holiday season in 

Pinkney Park sponsored by the Rowayton Civic Association.

maRCh 2015 

history adorned: Floral Arrangements  

inspired by the Collections of the RHS,  

sponsored by the Rowayton Gardeners

may – novembeR 2015

while you were out: Notable People in Rowayton’s Guest Book

summeR 2015

maritime Day: Artist Brian Kammerer hosts another fun family adventure into the 

past: Parents and children will build their very own simple gaff rigged sailing schooner 

from materials provided which will be launched in the Five Mile River.

the Rhs gift shop  
Unique hostess and birthday gifts await you 

at the half shell, our gift shop in Pinkney Park, 

featuring Seaside Delights—fun and creative 

gift ideas, Rowayton-themed wear, fisherman’s 

finds, and plenty of new items perfect for the 

holidays. You can also order by email at  

seasidedelights@gmail.com and pick up your 

items at the store. Open Tuesday through  

Saturday, 11–3 through the holiday season,  

or by appointment.  15% of all sales go towards 

the RHS’ mission to preserve our local history.

half shell gift shop


